
 

Poppies on Soldiers’ Doors 

Poppies were placed on the doors of houses in Conwy and 

Deganwy in November, to mark the former homes of men who 

died in the First or Second World Wars. It was an experiment in 

presenting the information we had researched for HistoryPoints 

in a different way. Each poppy was accompanied by a card with 

the dead man’s name and other brief details. The local Royal 

British Legion branch and chamber of trade provided poppies 

and printed and laminated the cards. Householders on whose 

doors we knocked were all keen to take part. 

   Not knowing how well the poppies 

would last, we limited their display 

to Remembrance Sunday till 

Armistice Day. In the event, the 

poppies mostly remained in fine 

condition at the end, although one 

or two needed repair after being 

assailed for the first 24 hours by 

heavy rain and high winds.  

   There was excellent feedback and 

enthusiasm for a repeat next year on a larger scale, including a 

longer period of display.  

   One person has already asked about putting poppies on doors 

in Penrhynside, near Llandudno, next year. If you or your group 

would like to participate in your community, please get in touch 

with Rhodri – editor@historypoints.org – for guidance and a 

template for the cards.  

If you’ve received any 

Christmas cards depicting 

the Virgin Mary this year, 

the chances are that she and 

baby Jesus are portrayed 

with porcelain skin.  

   This icon of a black 

Madonna, however, has deep 

historical roots – reputedly 

going back to Luke the 

Evangelist. Click on the 

photo to discover where in 

Wales you can see the icon. 

Henry Tudor’s Wales 

This badge has now appeared 

on more than 20 HiPoint 

pages to help people discover 

places in Wales linked to 

Henry Tudor’s remarkable 

story. Inspired by the popularity of our web 

page about Mill Bay, where he landed from 

exile in 1485, we created a tour of HiPoints 

along the route his army took across Wales, 

en route to the Battle of Bosworth.  

   We had already featured numerous other 

locations connected to Henry’s ancestry or 

chief supporters. If you click on the Henry 

Tudor’s Wales badge, you’ll see the hub page 

which lists the related HiPoints (as well as an 

introduction to the Route to Bosworth tour). 

   We’re in the process of adding further 

locations, but please get in touch if you know 

of a relevant location (not Cadw-owned) 

which we haven’t yet featured. To qualify, it 

would need to be linked to Henry Tudor, his 

relatives and forebears or his supporters – 

but not to the reigns of later Tudor monarchs 

(which are another story altogether!). 
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Merchant Navy remembrance 

A significant newcomer to our Contributors’ 

section in 2015 was the Merchant Navy 

Association (Wales). Branches arranged for us 

to display QR codes at the Merchant Navy 

memorials in Cardiff, Barry and Swansea. 

Byron Jones, secretary of the MNA (Wales), 

kindly made available some of the information 

he has collected on nearly all of the Welsh 

merchant sailors who died in the First and 

Second World Wars. His extensive research is 

also helping us to fill in details in our lists at 

other war memorials.  

   Our QR codes are particularly useful to the 

public at the Merchant Navy memorial in 

Cardiff Bay 

(pictured left with 

Byron scanning 

the new QR 

codes). Many 

people visit the 

sculpture, which 

depicts a face on 

the bottom of a 

section of ship’s 

hull, but there are 

no lists of names 

there to show who 

is commemorated. 

 Rhyl memorials 

An enquiry from a reader in Italy set off an 

interesting chain of events. Diane Gassman 

had found this moving inscription at the 

First World War grave of Walter Price 

Roberts in one of her local cemeteries: “May 

some loving hand gently place some flowers 

for me, his mother.” Hers is that loving 

hand currently - see the photo on the right. 

The inscription and Walter’s young age of 

death touched her maternal instincts, her 

own children being of similar age. 

   She was keen to know more about him and to see a photo of his face, so we 

asked the Daily Post to publish an article about Diane. It 

duly did so, on 22 December, and Walter’s nephew got in 

touch almost immediately. He said he had noticed the 

sad headline in the paper. When he realised the story 

was about his uncle (pictured left) he was amazed and 

his eyes “filled with tears”. He had not known about the 

mother’s request on Walter’s gravestone. Our page in 

Walter’s memory is here. 

   In February we created a QR-code for the memorial 

garden in Rhyl to tell the story of Belgian war refugee 

Franciscus de Roover. A new memorial had been created 

to commemorate 100 years since his death, and we were asked to provide QR 

codes to supplement the brief information displayed on the memorial. 

   Elsewhere in Rhyl, we provided QR codes to enable people to discover that 

Morley Road park was actually a cemetery in Victorian times – and that the 

bodies still lie under the grass! Ruth Pritchard of Rhyl History Club researched 

the stories of some of the people buried there. 
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QR-code health check 

During 2015 we have reprinted some of 

the earliest QR-code plaques which we put 

up, back in 2012. Most, we are pleased to 

report, have stood the test of time. Of the 

ones which we decided to replace, most 

still functioned but were looking dog-eared 

after exposure to the elements, bored 

youths or sheep in need of a scratch!  

   Our QR-code plaque for the White 

Rabbit statue at West Shore, Llandudno, 

was the first (to our knowledge) to become 

unusable because of weather damage. It 

faced the prevailing westerly wind and was 

so close to the beach that it had effectively 

been sand-

blasted for three 

years! Curiously, 

the dark areas 

had turned white 

and the dark 

areas had become 

white, creating 

almost a negative 

of the original (see 

picture). As it 

happened, we 

would have 

needed to create 

new QR codes 

anyway, because during 2015 the statue 

was put back on display at a different 

location at West Shore. 

   Please check the HistoryPoints QR codes 

in your area and let us know if any have 

gone awol or are looking tatty or damaged. 

Window stickers in particular are 

vulnerable to being removed by cleaners, 

window dressers or area managers. Where 

properties are renovated or simply change 

tenants/owners, the stickers are likely to 

be removed.   

Vital statistics 

We have now issued QR codes on plaques or 

window stickers for more than 1,140 

locations across Wales. This wouldn’t have 

been possible without the help of so many 

erudite contributors – thank you once again 

for all your input. 

   The HiPoint page which was viewed on the 

largest number of different devices through 

the year was the new one which we created 

in May for the location of Deputy Prime 

Minister John Prescott’s tussle with a 

protestor outside the Little Theatre in Rhyl 

during the 2001 general election campaign. 

   In second place was Henry Tudor’s 1485 

landing site at Mill Bay, Pembrokeshire. 

   Third was the Dolgarrog dam disaster 

memorial, in the Conwy Valley. Visits to that 

web page were boosted by the disaster’s 

90th anniversary during the year and the 

opening in the summer of Surf Snowdonia 

(the world’s first inland surfing centre) 

which greatly increased visitor numbers in 

Dolgarrog. Some readers of that page 

followed the link from or to our new page 

about the Cwmcarn dam disaster memorial, 

commemorating a flood 50 years earlier in 

what’s now Caerphilly county borough. 

   One of our graveyard mini-tours – the one 

at the Great Orme cemetery – made it into 

the annual Top 10. The unusual “winged 

wheel” grave of Beatrice Blore-Browne was 

the chief attraction on the tour. 

Heroes and Villains 

In the spring we launched two tours on 

the theme of “Heroes and Villains” – in 

towns at diametrically opposite corners of 

Wales. The idea is that people who read 

one of the pages in Holyhead or Newport 

would be curious to know which other 

heroes and villains belonged to the town. 

   Both tours feature characters from 

more than 1,000 years ago and Victoria 

Cross recipients of the 20th century. 

Some of the characters aren’t clear-cut as 

either villains or heroes, including 

Gwynllyw – warlord turned saint – and a 

former Boer War veteran who murdered 

his adulterous wife in Newport but had 

his sentence reduced after the Bishop of 

Llandaff was among 30,000 who signed a 

petition. 
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Father of nine FWW soldiers 

While looking through old 
newspapers last spring, 
Rhodri stumbled across a 
reference to nine brothers 
serving in the First World 
War, the Welsh record. They 
were sons of Llanrwst butcher 
Samuel Jones. Excellent 
material for a new HiPoint, but where would 
we place the QR codes? 
   Press articles gave only vague references to 
his address. Pat Rowley, of Llanrwst & 
District Historical Society, put us in touch 
with a relative who supplied more details 
about the family but was unable to name a 
precise location in Llanrwst which was 
connected to Samuel. Delving into parish 
records, Pat found that his shop was at 1 
Tanygraig. We thought we had solved the 
puzzle, until we discovered that Tanygraig 
properties were renumbered later in the 20th 
century!  
   As luck would have it, the owner of today’s 
1 Tanygraig is Simon Simcox, a chartered 
surveyor and expert on historic buildings of 
North Wales. He soon identified the correct 
location, which is now a hair salon.  
   This new HiPoint inspired us to create a 
new smartphone tour, again with help from 
Pat and fellow society members, on the 
theme of Llanrwst Characters and Customs. 
The tour was publicised in the media in 
September when we released information to 
coincide with the centenary of the death of 
Ivor Jones at the Battle of Loos. He was the 
only one of Samuel’s nine sons to die in the 
war.  

 

Farewell to HiPoints 

A couple of our previous HiPoints 

sailed off across the horizon in 2015 

– literally in the case of the former 

Helwick lightship in Cardiff Bay. 

The lightship went to a new berth in 

England, taking our QR codes with 

it. We removed the web page from 

the Wales Coast Path tour but left it 

as an archive page because it was 

still receiving many hits. 

   Offa’s Tavern in Prestatyn was a 

HiPoint because of its name. It gave 

us an opportunity to tell King Offa’s 

story at the northern end of the 

Offa’s Dyke Path. The pub reopened 

with a different name, so we 

transferred the king’s potted 

biography to the introductory page 

for our tour along the path. 

Translations 

During 2015 we uploaded our first Polish 

translation. It relates to a Second World War 

RAF plane crash in which one of the five 

crewmen who died was from the Polish Air 

Force. 

   Meanwhile, our enthusiastic French 

translator Catherine Jones sailed past her 

700th HistoryPoints translation. We imagine 

that her dedication to the task makes the 

HistoryPoints website one of the largest sources 

of online information in French about Wales 

and Welsh history. 

   We also added Spanish translations to several 

pages, courtesy of Maria Albelda Randis. As a 

child in Franco’s Spain, she was forbidden from 

speaking her family’s tongue, Valenciano, at 

school. She was particularly interested in our 

texts relating to the Welsh language. 

   Speaking of which, Prof Dai Thorne has 

continued to provide excellent Welsh 

translations, including for all of the pages on 

the Henry Tudor’s Route to Bosworth tour. We 

thank all of our translators for their input. 
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